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SUBJECT: KOREAN AMBASSADOR ON PARK JUNE 23 INITIATIVE 

1 . DURING JUNE 23 CALL ON AMBASSADOR MANSFIELD, WHICH 
HE HAD REQUESTED PRIOR TO HIS RETURN TO SEOUL FOR 
CONSULTATIONS, KOREAN AMBASSADOR KIM DESCRIBED PRESIDENT 
PARK'S PROPOSAL FOR SOUTH-NORTH COOPERATION IN TRADE AND 
TECHNOLOGY, TO BE ANNOUNCED LATER IN MORNING. KIM 
THOUGHT PROPOSAL WAS PRAISEWORTHY ENOUGH, BUT WORRIED THAT 
SIDE-EFFECT MIGHT BE TO GIVE ENCOURAGEMENT TO "SOME PEOPLE, 
ESPECIALLY IN JAPAN AND U.S." WHO WERE INTERESTED IN 
ESTABLISHING RELATIONS WITH DPRK. THIS COULD POSE SERIOUS 
PROBLEM FOR SEOUL. HE EXPRESSED HOPE THAT AMBASSADOR, 

SHOULD NEED ARISE, WOULD USE HIS INFLUENCE TO DISSUADE GOJ 
FROM MOVING TOWARD RELATIONS WITH DPRK. KIM ADDED IN THIS 
CONNECTION THAT THERE SEEMED TO BE CONTINUING TENDENCY 
WITHIN GOJ AND BUSINESS COMMUNITY TO TREAT DPRK LENIENTLY 
WITH RESPECT TO ITS DEBTS. HE WAS CONCERNED THAT PARK 
PROPOSAL WOULD STRENGTHEN THAT SENTIMENT. 

2. AMBASSADOR SAID PRESIDENT PARK'S INITIATIVE SOUNDED 
VERY GOOD, AND EXPRESSED HOPE IT MIGHT LEAD TO RESUMPTION 
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OF SOUTH-NORTH DIALOGUE. WITH RESPECT TO KIM'S CONCERNS, 

HE STRESSED THAT USG POSITION TOWARD CONTACTS WITH DPRK 
WAS FIRM: THERE WOULD BE NONE UNLESS ROK WAS FULLY 
REPRESENTED. AS FOR JAPANESE POLICIES TOWARD KOREAN 
PENINSULA. THIS WAS STRICTLY UP TO GOJ. AMBASSADOR ADDED, 

HOWEVER, THAT HE SAW NO INDICATION THAT GOJ WAS CONTEM- 
PLATING ESTABLISHING RELATIONSHIP, NOR HAD HE HEARD OF 
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DISPOSITION TO FORGIVE DPRK DEBTS. 

3. OTHER ASPECTS OF CONVERSATION WILL BE REPORTED BY 
MEMCON. MANSFIELD 
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